
 
 

 

Sibling kinship care research: ESRC funded PhD 

Information Sheet for younger siblings (18+) 

Introduction 
Across the UK, an estimated 204,000 children live in the care of family members who are not their parents. 
Much of the research to date has focused on children living with their grandparents. I am interested in the 
experiences of families where the main carer of a young person is or was their older brother or sister. 
 
If you are 18+, live in the UK and have experience of living with your older brother or sister without your 
parents (with your brother or sister taking on a ‘caring’ or ‘parenting’ role) I would like to invite you to take 
part in an interview.   
 

What does taking part involve? 
You will have received this information sheet because you have expressed an interest in learning more 
about the research or taking part.  

• If, on reading this information sheet, you would like to take part or learn more, you can contact me 
(Lorna) at stablerl@cardiff.ac.uk.  

• If you provide your phone number, I will contact you by phone to tell you more about the project, 
or I can do this by email.  

• If you want to take part in the research after learning more about it, I will arrange an appropriate 
time and location for the interview to take place (this will be your choice and could be in person, on 
the phone, online).  

• I will ask you to complete an optional task before the interview to help you think about what 
information you might want to share in the interview (see task sheet attached). This is not part of 
the interview, and you don’t have to share it with me.  

• Interviews will likely last about an hour, but could take longer if you have a lot you want to talk 
about. The interview will focus on your story of how you came to live with your brother or sister, 
and your family life. It is up to you what parts of that story you want to share.  

• If you are comfortable, interviews will be audio recorded. 

• The services you receive are not affected by taking part in the interview. Please ask any questions if 
you are uncertain about anything, or if you would like more information. 

Do I have to take part? 
You do not have to take part if you don’t want to. If you do take part, you can change your mind and stop 
at any time and you don’t need to say why. Even after taking part in the interview, if you change your mind 
you can contact me before the end of the project (August 2023) to ask me to delete any notes made 
and/or not include the recording / parts of the recording in my final thesis.  

Data protection 
Recordings and interview notes will be kept safe and secure, on password protected devices. No one will 
know you took part because when I write and talk about the research, I won’t use your name or anything 
that would identify you. I will keep the data for 10 years and it may be used for further related research. 
After 10 years, it will be securely destroyed. 
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Is the interview confidential? 
The interviews are confidential, and I would not normally tell anyone what you say in the interview. The 
only time I may have to tell someone else is if I think you or another person might be at risk. If this 
happened, I might have to talk to a professional about it, but normally I would talk to you about this before 
I do this. 

 
What will happen to the results of the research? 
When the research is finished it will be published as my PhD thesis. This will be freely available through 
Cardiff University. If you have agreed to being contacted again, I will get back in touch and share a 
summary of the findings with you.  

 
How can I contact the researcher? 
If you have any questions about this study, you can 
contact Lorna Stabler who is the researcher you will 
meet: 
 
Tel: (0)2922510937 
Email: stablerl@cardiff.ac.uk  
Twitter: @lorna_stabler  
 
You can also contact the supervisors of this study: 
 
Dawn Mannay MannayDI@cardiff.ac.uk 
Rhiannon Evans EvansRE8@cardiff.ac.uk  

If you would like to speak to an independent person at 

Cardiff University about the research, please contact: 

Cardiff University’s School of Social Science Research 

Ethics Committee 

Cardiff University School of Social Sciences 

Glamorgan Building 
King Edward V11 Avenue 
Cardiff 
CF10 3WT 
Email: socsi-ethics@cardiff.ac.uk 
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